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for any act to be accepted: sincerity to Allah, and following
the sunnah of the Prophet (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).
This treatise of adh-Dhahabi deals with this topic
from different perspectives, all of which may be combined
in one fundamental: that this religions is complete and
perfect, and as such success can only be achieved by
following the sunnah, and destruction is achieved in leaving
it and following innovations. Additionally, the treatise
contains some references to the historical development of
innovation, and the main deviant groups that emerged in
opposition to the pious predecessors, and brief definitions of

the terms ‘sunnah’ and ‘bid’ah’.

Dr. Djamel Azoune
Al-Madinah an-Nabawiyyah

vA™ Rabi al-Awwal, y¢Y¢ A H.

azounedjamel@hotmail.com




o

communities as an integral part of the adkan and igaamah,
in order to re-affirm the importance of tawheed, and of
following the sunnah.

The evidences for these two principles are numerous,
from the Quran and the sunnah and the statements of the
early generations. Suffice to mention here one verse which
combines between them: “So he who wishes to meet His
Lord should do righteous deeds, and not associate, in the
worship of Allah, anyone” [Surah al-Kahf, verse y3.]. So
the second condition in this verse is a clear indication of the
importance of singling Allah out in worship, to the exclusion
of any and all other objects. And the first condition is an
indication of the importance of following the sunnah, for
‘righteous deeds’ can only be such if they are in accordance
with the sunnah of the Prophet (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam). It was this very verse which al-Fudayl ibn ‘fyad and

other scholars used to prove the two conditions necessary



Introduction

Thas 1s a short treatise penned by the Hadeeth master,
the memorizer of the gira 'aacf, Shams ad-Deen Muhammad
ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman adh-Dhahabi (d. vé¢A A.H.). It deals
with a topic of the utmost importance: the importance of
holding fast to the sunnah, and avoiding innovation (bid’ah).
This i1s because this #topic is in reality one of the two
fundamentals of this religion — the other being that one
single out Allah in complete worship. So none is worshipped
save Allah, and He 1s not worshipped except by following
what the Prophet (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) has laid
out for us. And these two fundamentals are embodied in the
two shahadas of Islam, which are repeated countless times

every day and are announced day and night in all Mushm
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